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A Great Time of Trouble: Daniel 12

Objectives
 Recognize God’s Sovereignty 
 Submit all glory and honor to God
 Christ will reign for eternity 

Chapter Outline
 The entire chapter deals with a time of trouble, which is the culmination of the last vision 

Daniel saw.

Review
 Daniel one begins with the history that leads up to this point in history.
 Daniel two discussed the dream of Nebuchadnezzar and Daniel’s interpretation of it, both 

historically and futuristic.
 Daniel three discussed the King’s image of gold and the faith of the three Hebrew boys.
 Daniel four discussed the King’s dream of God’s judgment against him. The 7 years of judgment

upon Nebuchadnezzar occurs.
 Daniel five discussed the hand-writing on the wall.
 Daniel six discussed Daniel’s faithfulness to prayer and the judgment pronounced against him 

to be placed in the lions den.
 Daniel seven discussed the four beasts that are symbols for the four powerful kingdoms.
 Each chapters common thread is that Yahweh is the only true God.
 Chapters 1-4 each end with worship and adoration directed towards Yahweh.
 Chapter 5 ends with the downfall of a wicked pagan king.
 Chapter 6 returns to the end theme of chapters 1-4, in which Yahweh is given honor and glory.
 Chapter 7 breaks with the traditional ending of chapters 1-4 and 6. Instead of glorifying God 

for all that will be done, Daniel is very troubled and worried about the end of days.
 Chapter 8 was so powerful and hard on Daniel that he ends the chapter by stating that he 

fainted from the anxiety and pressure of the vision. 
 Chapter 9 dealt with the seventy years of desolation.
 Chapter 10 sets up the last vision (chapter 11).
 Chapter 11 & 12 deals with the last great vision of Daniel.



The Last Vision’s Culmination: A Time of Trouble (Daniel 12)
 Daniel 12 deals with a great time of trouble.

 Daniel references Michael, the archangel as the defender of Israel. God’s took His covenant 
with Abraham seriously. When He chose Israel as His beloved, He made sure they were 
protected and cared for even in the spirit.

◦ It is of speculation that during great horrors for Israel (ie. Holocaust, Captivity, etc) that 
Michael still defended them in the spirit realm, or else they may have been annihilated. 

◦ Satan and Michael has always been in opposition since the great fall from Heaven. Some 
try to say that Satan is the opposite of Christ in power. That is false. He is the opposite of 
Michael. They were/are high ranking angels. Jesus is the Son of God. Satan has NEVER been
on equal footing as Jesus. There is no competition here.

 There shall be a time of trouble: This refers to the time of persecution for Israel and world 
calamity known as the Great Tribulation. This period is also called the time of Jacob’s trouble in 
Jeremiah 30:7. 

 Such as never was since there was a nation, even to that time: The Jewish people have known 
many a time of trouble through their history. From the horrors at the fall of Samaria and 
Jerusalem to the terrors wrought by Antiochus Epiphanes, to the destruction of Jerusalem by 
the Romans, to the persecutions from the church during the Dark Ages, to the pogroms of 
Europe, to the 20th Century Holocaust, it often seems that all Israel’s history has been a time of 
trouble. Yet this time of trouble will be different. This will be a worse time of trouble than Israel
has ever seen before.

◦ Jesus quoted this passage in Matthew 24:21: For then there will be great tribulation, such 
as has not been since the beginning of the world until this time, no, nor ever shall be. With 
great sadness, we must say that the Bible teaches that the worst has yet to come for Israel 
and the Jewish people.

◦ This phrase “establishes its connection with the final or ‘great’ tribulation above 
mentioned, for there can manifestly be only one ‘time of trouble, such as never was since 
there was a nation even to that same time.’” (Newell)

◦ Revelation 12:13-17   tells us what makes this time so terrible. It describes the fury of the 
devil directed against the Jewish people during this time. The trumpets, seals, and bowls of
Revelation all described the horrific conditions of the world in general during this time. The
Jewish people will be targets of the full fury of the devil and his Antichrist during this 
period, and will live in a world that is in incredible upheaval because of the judgment of 
God.
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◦ “The Jew has always been a target of Satan. He has sought to destroy them because he 
knew that God has ordained to accomplish His purposes through this nation. And thus 
Satan has attempted in times past to destroy the nation of Israel in order to thwart the 
purposes of God.” (Smith)

 And at that time your people shall be delivered: Despite the terrors of that time, deliverance is 
assured. No matter how great the attack is against the Jewish people, God promises to 
preserve them. He will never break His promise to Abraham: And I will establish My covenant 
between Me and you and your descendants after you in their generations, for an everlasting 
covenant, to be God to you and your descendants after you (Genesis 17:7).

 Every one who is found written in the book: This promise of deliverance is not for every last 
person of Jewish heritage, but for these who are found written in the book. Not every person 
of Jewish heritage will be saved, yet Israel as a whole will be known as a people who trust in 
Jesus as their Messiah, and truly turn to the Lord (Romans 11:25-27).

 Some to everlasting life, some to shame and everlasting contempt: The Bible clearly teaches a 
singular day of resurrection but in two differing ways or resurrections, one for the saved and 
one for the damned (John 5:29, Revelation 20:4-6, and Revelation 11-15). If we really believed 
every one of us would live forever, it would profoundly change our life.

◦ Everlasting contempt: The terror of hell never ends. There is not blissful annihilation after 
some period of punishment. This passage denies a rising doctrine within the church: a 
modified annihilationism that teaches that unjustified sinners are sent to Hell and they 
suffer torment for a while, but then their beings perish for eternity.

◦ Revelation 20:10     also certainly describes eternal punishment for the Devil and the 
Antichrist. “There would be no way possible in the Greek language to state more 
emphatically the everlasting punishment of the lost than here in mentioning both day and 
night and the expression ‘forever and ever,’ literally ‘to the ages of ages.’ ” (Walvoord)

◦ Logically, Hell must be eternal, because it is where imperfect beings must pay a continual 
penalty for their sins because they cannot ever make a perfect payment. Principles behind 
Old Testament sacrifice remind us that an imperfect payment for sins must be a continual 
payment for sins.

 Many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake: The Scriptures as a whole teach 
us that there are not only many resurrected. There is evidence that the Hebrew word for many 
in Daniel 12:2     can also be used for all. “The emphasis is not upon many as opposed to all, but 
rather on the numbers involved.” (Baldwin)

◦ As well, the Bible states that all are raised but not all at the same time or in the same 
manner (Revelation 20:5-6).
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◦ “The wicked also shall ‘come forth,’ but by another principle, and for another purpose; they
shall come out of their graves like filthy toads against this terrible storm.” (Trapp)

 Shut up the words, and seal the book: To shut up the words implied that the words should be 
kept safely until the time when they were needed. Seal the book has the double sense of 
authenticating the message and preserving it.

 Until the time of the end: Daniel’s prophecy certainly was of some value in his own day. But 
there would come a day, the time of the end, when his prophecy would be of even more 
importance. Therefore, it was important to shut up the words, and seal the book until the time
of the end.

 Many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall increase: This has more the idea of searching 
after knowledge rather than rapid forms of transportation. 

 hut up the words, and seal the book: Daniel has revealed enough to us so that the book really 
can be sealed. From Daniel 11:36     to Daniel 12:3, we see:

· A world ruler, utterly opposed to God.
· A world religion, based on the abomination of desolation.
· A world war, which defeats the ruler.
· A time of great tribulation for Israel lasting three and one-half years.
· Deliverance for the people of God after the tribulation.
· Resurrection and judgment.
· The reward of the righteous.

 Held up his right hand and his left hand to heaven, and swore by Him who lives forever: In a 
solemn oath, one angel announced that the time of trouble would last three and one-half 
years (a time, times, and half a time).

◦ The prediction was emphasized by the solemn oath, and by the miracle that accompanied 
the words: who was above the waters in the river. The angel “walked on water” when he 
told the other angel and Daniel that these things would happen within a three and one half
year period.

 A time, times, and half a time: This three and one-half year period is well known in other 
passages of Biblical prophecy.

· Daniel 7:25     described it as the period that saints are given into Antichrist’s hands.
· Daniel 9:27     described it as the period between the breaking of Antichrist’s covenant with 
Israel, the erection of the abomination of desolation, and the establishment of Jesus’ kingdom.
· Daniel 12:7     described it as the duration of “the time of trouble” for Israel.
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· Revelation 11:2     described it as the period that the holy city will be tread underfoot by 
Gentiles.
· Revelation 11:3     described it as the period of ministry for the two witnesses.
· Revelation 12:6     and 12:14     described it as the period that Israel (perhaps only its remnant) is 
preserved by God in the wilderness.
· Revelation 13:5     describe it as the duration of Antichrist’s authority to rule, persecute and 
blaspheme.
• Taking all these together, we are obviously dealing with the last half of Daniel’s seventieth 

week (the Great Tribulation); and we know very little about the first half.

 When the power of the holy people has been completely shattered, all these things shall be 
finished: The people of Israel will seem completely crushed as these things end, but at that 
time, the Messiah – upon whom they will trust before He returns – will return to rescue them. 

1. Many shall be purified, made white, and refined: This is another prediction for what was future
to Daniel, because this degree of purification is only possible after the finished work of Jesus 
on the cross. 

 And from the time that the daily sacrifice is taken away, and the abomination of desolation is 
set up, there shall be one thousand two hundred and ninety days: This was an amazingly 
specific prophecy. Daniel said that from the time of the abomination of desolation, you can 
simply start marking off your calendar to the final consummation of all things, 1,290 days later.

◦ This is why Jesus pointed to Daniel’s prophecy of the abomination of desolation as the sign 
that would mark the immediacy of His return (Matthew 24:15).

 Blessed is he who waits, and comes to the one thousand three hundred and thirty-five days: It 
is difficult to say what the relationship is between the three and one-half years mentioned in 
many places and the 1,335 days mentioned here. We could say that at the end of the 1,260 
days Jesus returns. At the end of the 1,290 days, Jesus’ government is officially installed. At the
end of the 1,335 days the nations are judged (Matthew 25:31-46).

◦ “It is quite possible that this period of judgment of those that have lived through the 
tribulation period and have survived somehow during this holocaust when God’s judgment 
will be poured out upon the earth, when they are brought to stand before Jesus at this 
judgment, that this judgment of the Lord will take a forty-five day period.” (Smith)

 But you, go your way till the end: Daniel’s mind was filled with exciting and frightening 
prophetic thoughts. Perhaps it was easy for those things to become a distraction instead of a 
blessing to him. So the angel concluded with an important reminder: go your way till the end. 
God had a course He wanted Daniel to complete, and Daniel needed to remain focused on 
that. 
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