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Nebuchadnezzar’s Dreams & Interpretation: Daniel 2

Objectives
• Understand Nebuchadnezzar’s dream and interpretation
• Discover the eschatological implications of the “great image”
• Recognize that God is sovereign over the world’s affairs

Chapter Outline
• Nebuchadnezzar Dreams (Daniel 2:1-13)
• Daniel’s Request (Daniel 2:14-18)
• Thanksgiving For The Answered Prayer (Daniel 2:19-23)
• Daniel Interprets For The King (Daniel 2:24-30)
• The Great Image (Daniel 2:31-35)
• The Interpretation (Daniel 2:36-45)
• A God of Gods (Daniel 2:46-49)

Review
• Daniel one begins with the history that leads up to this point in history.
• We have previously learned that King Nebuchadnezzar is the king of the world’s greatest 

empire of his time, Babylon.
• Babylon has taken over the major world empires of its days (Egypt, Syria, Persia).
• In chapter one, Daniel and his friends were ordered to stand before the king after a three year 

process of eating of the king’s meat and drinking his wine. They asked for just pulse and water. 
After a trial period, all of the young men were ordered to eat just pulse and water so they can 
be at their best for the King.

• God is always in charge. Chapter two will now take us through the process of realizing that God
has already seen history and is sovereign over all of human and world history.



Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream (Daniel 2:1-13)
• It is difficult to understand the exact time this speaks of. Some commentators say this 

happened while Daniel was in his three-year training course; others say that it was soon after 
he finished.
◦ NOTE: The ancient Babylonians spoke of the beginning and end of the reign of their kings in

a way that often overlapped years. Therefore, the year 602 BC could be both the second 
year of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign and after three years of training for the Hebrew youths.

• Nebuchadnezzar challenged his sorcerers and magicians of the kingdom to tell him his dream 
and its interpretation.
◦ These men made their living on their supposed ability to contact the gods and gain secrets 

from the spirit realm. If they were really what they claimed to be, they should be able to 
tell Nebuchadnezzar both the dream and its interpretation.

◦ If they were unable to do so, he said they would be “cut into pieces” (verse 5).
▪ The harsh threat of Nebuchadnezzar and the method of execution he described are 

both perfectly consistent with the character of ancient eastern monarchs.
▪ One scholar described one method of dismemberment: four trees were bent inwards 

and tied together at the top. The victim was tied to these four trees with a rope at each
limb. Then the top rope was cut and the body snapped into four pieces.

• Notice that they people spoke to the King in Aramaic. This was the language of Babylon. Daniel
and any other captives would have had to learn this language too.

• The response of the soothsayers: “There is not a man on earth that can interpret the dream” 
shows their lack of faith and trust in their gods’ abilities to speak to them.
◦ Only the Lord of Hosts, our GREAT GOD, Yahweh could speak the dream and interpretation.

WHY? He is Emmanuel, God with us (Matthew 1:23).
◦ Strauss (scholar) states, “they were like some modern ministers of our own day who spend 

their time studying philosophy, psychiatry, psychology, social science, political science, and 
then continue under the pretense of being God’s messengers to men.”

◦ All wise men were to be killed, including Daniel and his friends.

Daniel’s Request (Daniel 2:14-18)
• Daniel entreated Arioch, the captain of the King’s guard as to why the King’s decree is so hasty.
• Upon hearing from Arioch, Daniel requested time from the King to seek the Lord.

◦ Everything that we encounter in life should be bathed in prayer.
◦ We do not always receive our answer from the Lord instantly.
◦ We must learn patience and we must learn the art of tarrying until the Word of the Lord 

comes.
• Daniel implored Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah to pray with him and seek the Lord.

◦ This can be seen as a type of intercessory prayer for King Nebuchadnezzar, but also for all 
the wise men of the kingdom.

◦ Daniel knew only God could meet his need. Prayer was his greatest weapon.
◦ From this prayer meeting, history was going to be made.

Thanksgiving For The Answered Prayer (Daniel 2:19-23)



• God revealed the dream to Daniel. This was a revelation from the only one and true God.
• Christianity begins with the principle of revelation. What we know about God is what He has 

revealed to us. We do actively seek Him, but we seek what He has revealed. Our job isn’t to 
figure things out about God, but to understand what He has revealed to us.

• We know that God revealed the dream to Daniel in a night vision. Some interpret this as a 
supernatural dream, others as a supernatural vision at night.

• Daniel worships the Lord for the revelation. Verses 20-23 is Daniel’s prayer of thanksgiving.
• The prayer is defined by certain key words:

◦ “He changes...”
◦ “He removes...”
◦ “He knows...”
◦ “He gives...”
◦ “He reveals...”
◦ “You have given...”
◦ “You have made known to us...”

• Thought: Our level of faith is often indicated by how long it takes us to start praising God. If we 
won’t praise Him until the answer is in hand, then we don’t have much faith. Greater faith is 
able to praise God when the promise is given and received.

Daniel Interprets For The King (Daniel 2:24-30)
• Upon receiving the revelation, Daniel goes to Arioch. He needed to speak with the King.
• Notice, when Arioch went in, he stated that he had found someone to interpret the dream. 

Arioch tried to glorify himself and Daniel for the answer to the king’s dream. But Daniel 
refused to take credit, recognizing that the credit went to God, who revealed this dream to 
Daniel.

• Nebuchadnezzar’s dream didn’t just concern himself for his kingdom, but the whole span of 
the future – which was to Nebuchadnezzar the latter days.

The Great Image (Daniel 2:31-35)
• Daniel’s description was clear. This was a massive and spectacular image made of different 

materials (fine gold… silver… bronze… iron… partly of iron and partly of clay).
• The materials descended in value from top to bottom, with gold at the top and iron mixed with

clay at the bottom.  
• This spectacular image was destroyed by a stone made without hands, and what remained of it

was blown away like worthless chaff, while the stone became a great mountain and filled the 
whole earth.

• This image was troubling to King Nebuchadnezzar because he could not explain it.

The Interpretation (Daniel 2:36-45)
• Dreams and/or visions from God will have an interpretation from God. We must recognize that 

this still occurs today and will become more frequent as the end of days approaches (Joel 
2:28).

• Daniel first accurately reported the content of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream. This gave Daniel 
credibility when explaining what the dream meant: the interpretation.

• Daniel states to the King that the dream was “certain, and the interpretation thereof sure” 
(Dan. 2:45). In other words, this will occur just as God has revealed.



• The image and its understanding:
◦ Head of Gold: The Kingdom of Babylon
◦ The breast and arms of Silver: The Kingdom of the Medes & Persians
◦ The belly and thighs of Brass: The Kingdom of Greece
◦ His legs of Iron: The Kingdom of Rome
◦ His feet part of Iron & Clay: The Future Antichrist Kingdom

• The empires succeeding Babylon were inferior to Nebuchadnezzar’s head of gold in the sense 
of their centralization of absolute power. Nebuchadnezzar was an absolute monarch, and the 
succeeding empires were progressively less so. They were larger and lasted longer than 
Babylon, but none held as much centralized power as Nebuchadnezzar did.

• Newell, a scholar, states, “Babylon, the head of gold, was an absolute autocracy. Persia, a 
monarchical oligarchy with the nobles equal to the king in all but office, is represented by 
silver. Greece is set forth by brass, indicated the still lower value of it aristocracy of mind and 
influence… Rome, a democratic imperialism, with military dominion dependent upon the 
choice of army and citizenry and administered in the spirit of martial law, is set forth by iron.”

• The Babylonian Empire stood for 66 years; the Medo-Persian Empire for 208 years; the Grecian
Empire for 185 years, and the Roman Empire stood for more than 500 years.

• The Stone that Smote the Kingdom:
◦ The stone cut without hands shatters a confederation of kings, represented by the feet of 

the image, and then God’s Kingdom will dominate the earth.
◦ Since Roman history provides no fulfillment of this federation of kings (which seems to 

number ten, because of the number of toes, and passages like Daniel 7:24 and Revelation 
17:12) this prophecy must still be future.

◦ Since the fall of the Roman Empire, there has never been a world-dominating empire equal
to Rome. Many have tried – the Huns, Islam, the so-called Holy Roman Empire, Napoleon, 
Hitler, Stalin – but none have succeeded. Each of these had amazing power and influence, 
but nothing compared to that of the Roman Empire. The Roman Empire, in some form or 
another, will be revived under the leadership of the final fallen dictator, the Antichrist.

◦ The stone broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold: This 
described a single, decisive event that shattered the image representing the glory of man’s 
rule on earth. Since the Church or the Gospel have not, in a single decisive event, shattered
the reign of human kingdoms, this event is still in the future.

◦ This stone cut without hands is the Messiah, not the Church. Psalm 118:22, Isaiah 8:14; 
28:16, and Zechariah 3:9 also refer to Jesus as a stone.

◦ Therefore, the final superpower of the world is thought to be a revival of the Roman 
Empire, a continuation of this image. This will be the final world empire that the returning 
Jesus will conquer over.

A God of God’s (Daniel 2:46-49)
• King Nebuchadnezzar recognized the great power of God.
• This great king was obviously so impressed that he fell on his face. He wasn’t in the habit of 

showing such respect to anyone, especially a foreign slave who was about to be executed with 
the rest of the wise men. This confirmed that Daniel accurately reported the dream and 
skillfully explained its meaning.



• Daniel not only had his life spared, but he was promoted to high office – and he made sure his 
friends were also promoted. It was fitting that Daniel’s friends got to share in his advancement,
because they accomplished much of the victory through their prayers.




