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The Seventy Weeks: Daniel 9 

Objectives 

• Recognize God’s Sovereignty  
• Submit all glory and honor to God  
• Christ will reign for eternity  

Chapter Outline  

• The Seventy Years of Desolation (Daniel 9:1-6) 
• God’s Righteous Judgment (Daniel 9:7-10) 
• Israel’s Transgression of God’s Law (Daniel 9:11-19) 
• Gabriel’s Interpretation (Daniel 9:20-23) 
• Seventy Weeks are Determined (Daniel 9:24-27) 

Review  

• Daniel one begins with the history that leads up to this point in history.  
• Daniel two discussed the dream of Nebuchadnezzar and Daniel’s interpretation of it, 

both historically and futuristic.  
• Daniel three discussed the King’s image of gold and the faith of the three Hebrew boys.  
• Daniel four discussed the King’s dream of God’s judgment against him. The 7 years of 

judgment upon Nebuchadnezzar occurs.  
• Daniel five discussed the hand-writing on the wall.  
• Daniel six discussed Daniel’s faithfulness to prayer and the judgment pronounced 

against him to be placed in the lion’s den.  
• Daniel seven discussed the four beasts that are symbols for the four powerful kingdoms.  
• Each chapter’s common thread is that Yahweh is the only true God.  
• Chapters 1-4 each end with worship and adoration directed towards Yahweh.  
• Chapter 5 ends with the downfall of a wicked pagan king.  
• Chapter 6 returns to the end theme of chapters 1-4, in which Yahweh is given honor and 

glory.  
• Chapter 7 breaks with the traditional ending of chapters 1-4 and 6. Instead of glorifying 

God for all that will be done, Daniel is very troubled and worried about the end of days.  
• Chapter 8 was so powerful and hard on Daniel that he ends the chapter by stating that 

he fainted from the anxiety and pressure of the vision.  
• Chapter 9 deals with a unique timeline to the history that deals with the end of times 

and the coming Messiah. It also points to the future coming of the Antichrist.  

 

 



The Seventy Weeks (Daniel 9:1-19) 

 
o Timeline: We understand from Daniel’s description that the understanding of the 

seventy weeks came to him during the time of King Darius’ reign.  
o Cyrus was king over the realm (Medeo-Persian Empire) 
o Darius was delegated to rule over the old Babylonian area. 
o We also know that from Daniel 9 that this understanding came to Daniel while 

he was doing much study. 
§ Do you enjoy studying the Word of God? 
§ Many times, the Lord will speak to us during times of deep study. 

Especially when the environment is conducive to learning from God 
(quiet, secluded, no distractions).  

o Prophesy is meant to be understood. While searching the Word of God in the book of 
Jeremiah, he saw the prophesy of the 70 weeks and began to understand what God was 
going to do. 

o “Oh! That you studied your Bibles more! Oh! That we all did! How we could 
plead the promises! How often we should prevail with God when we could hold 
him to his word, and say, ‘Fulfill this word unto thy servant, whereon thou hast 
caused me to hope.’ Oh! It is grand praying when our mouth is full of God’s 
word, for there is no word that can prevail with him like his own.” (Spurgeon) 

o His study of prophecy showed him a specific number – the 70 years described 
in Jeremiah 25:11-13 and Jeremiah 29:10, and his knowledge of the times led 
him to know those passages applied to his time. 

§ “And this whole land shall be a desolation and an astonishment, and 
these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years. ‘Then it will 
come to pass, when seventy years are completed, that I will punish the 
king of Babylon and that nation, the land of the Chaldeans, for their 
iniquity,” says the LORD; “and I will make it a perpetual desolation. So I 
will bring on that land all My words which I have pronounced against it, 
all that is written in this book, which Jeremiah has prophesied concerning 
all the nations” (Jeremiah 25:11-13). 

§ For thus says the LORD: After seventy years are completed at Babylon, I 
will visit you and perform My good word toward you, and cause you to 
return to this place (Jeremiah 29:10). 

o It is important to note that Daniel regarded these as real, literal years. They were 
in no way understood as symbolic years. 

o Daniel was undoubtedly also familiar with Isaiah’s prophecies concerning Cyrus 
(Isaiah 44:28-45:4). He must have been encouraged to see a man named Cyrus 
rise in power over Persia. 

o I set my face: This implies determination in prayer. Daniel had a goal to reach through 
prayer, and he approached God as a man who would not be denied. He did this because 
he was rightly convinced that his prayer was in the will of God, and knew it was not 
motivated by any selfish desire. 



o To make request by prayer and supplications: Daniel wasn’t passive as God’s prophetic 
plan unfolded before him. In his approach to God he made a request, asking God to 
perform His promise in the way that Daniel thought would bring God most glory. 

o With fasting, sackcloth, and ashes: This reflected Daniel’s humble heart in approaching 
God. Fasting, sackcloth, and ashes are emblems of humiliation and mourning. 

 
o Daniels’ pray was powerful. 

o It showed humility 
o Revealed his heart 
o Confessed sin for himself and his people 
o Focused on God’s majesty and power 
o Petitioned the Lord for grace and mercy 
o A recognition of the truth: Israel had sinned and not repented 
o A recognition of the Israelites bondage and the reason for it 
o A look back on God’s past deliverances for two purposes: 1. A truthful self-

evaluation of Israel’s lack of gratitude towards God; 2. A praise to the God who 
delivered once and can easily do it again. 

o A request for God to act solely based on God’s glory 
o An exclamation for the Lord to “hear” and to “act.” 

 
 
Gabriel Brings the Answer to Daniel (9:20-27) 

o The answer to Daniel’s prayer came as he was praying.  
o Sometimes prayers seem to take forever for us to get the answer that we desire. 
o Other times, God answers us quickly and/or immediately. 
o Isn’t it good to know that God can answer us quickly? 
o Has God ever answered you quickly? 

o Even the description of the angel’s pace of speed was noticed by Daniel. Notice his 
words that Gabriel was instructed to fly swiftly. 

o The time of the evening offering: This was a special time of day, when Moses offered 
the Passover lamb (Exodus 12:6) and when Jesus was crucified (Matthew 27:45). 

o As a young man in Jerusalem, Daniel often saw the smoke rising from the temple 
at the time of the evening sacrifice. 

o Daniel recognizes that God answered him based on his relationship with God. He knew 
he was “beloved.”  

o Daniel and John the Revelator are the two men in Scripture that speak of God 
loving them so intently as to call them “beloved.” 

o Seventy weeks are determined: There is almost universal agreement among Bible 
scholars and commentators that this refers to seventy sets of seven years, or weeks of 
years. 

o In ancient Hebrew, weeks simply refers to a unit of seven. The Hebrew word 
here is often used to mean a unit of seven days, but it may also be used for a 
unit of seven years. 



o “The Jews had Sabbath years, by which their years were divided into weeks of 
years, as in this important prophecy, each week containing seven years.” (Clarke) 

o Genesis 29:15-28 is an example of using this ancient Hebrew word (shabuwa) for 
both seven days and seven years in the same context. 

o For your people and for your holy city: The seventy weeks were focused upon 
Daniel’s people (the Jews) and his holy city (Jerusalem). 

o Unless the church has become Israel, it is not in view here. Talbot calls the 
seventy weeks “God’s calendar for Israel” in the sense that it does not focus on 
the Gentiles or the church. 

o What will be accomplished in seventy weeks? 
o To finish the transgression 
o To make an end of sins 
o To make reconciliation for iniquity 
o To bring in everlasting righteousness 
o To seal up vision and prophecy 
o To anoint the Most Holy 

o From the going forth of the command to restore and build Jerusalem: Here Gabriel 
revealed to Daniel the starting point for the seventy-weeks prophecy. There was 
a command to restore and build Jerusalem in history that started this specific period of 
time. 

o The Bible presents four possible decrees that might fulfill this description: 
§ Cyrus made a decree giving Ezra and the Babylonian captives the right to 

return to Jerusalem and rebuild the temple in 538 B.C. (Ezra 1:1-
4 and 5:13-17). 

§ Darius made a decree giving Ezra the right to rebuild the temple in 517 
B.C. (Ezra 6:6-12). 

§ Artaxerxes made a decree giving Ezra permission, safe passage, and 
supplies to return to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple in 458 B.C. (Ezra 
7:11-26). 

§ Artaxerxes made a decree giving Nehemiah permission, safe passage and 
supplies to return to Jerusalem to rebuild the city and the walls in 445 
B.C. (Nehemiah 2:1-8). 

o Only the last of these four decrees was a command to restore and build 
Jerusalem. The first three each focused on the temple, not on the street or 
on the wall. 

o Until Messiah the Prince, there shall be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks: Gabriel’s 
message to Daniel was simple and striking. 483 years – that is, 69 units of seven years – 
would pass from the time of the command recorded in Nehemiah 2:1-8 until the 
appearance of Messiah the Prince. 

o Some say the 483 years were completed at the time of Jesus’ birth (5 or 4 B.C.). 
There is little chronological support for this date. 

o Some say the 483 years were completed at His baptism, at the beginning of 
Jesus’ ministry (if dated at A.D. 26). This is possible if one begins with the earlier 
decree of Artaxerxes, and figures with our present measurement for years 



(365.25 days to a year) instead of the ancient measurement of years (360 days to 
a year). 

o Some say the 483 years were completed at the triumphal entry of Jesus (if dated 
at A.D. 32). Sir Robert Anderson’s significant work The Coming Prince followed 
this argument in great detail. 

o Until Messiah the Prince: Taking Anderson’s calculations as reliable, we see 
a remarkable fulfillment of prophecy. A Gentile king made a decree and 483 years 
later to the day, Jesus presented Himself as Messiah the Prince to Israel. 

o In our mind a Prince is a good step lower than a king. In the Hebrew vocabulary, 
“Prince” has more the idea of “strong, mighty ruler” than “son of a king and heir 
to the throne.” 

o “There was only one occasion in our Lord’s earthly ministry on which He is 
depicted as presenting Himself openly as Zion’s King, the so-called ‘Triumphal 
Entry,’ recorded in each one of the Gospels and fulfilling Zechariah 9:9 and Psalm 
118:26.” (Newell) 

§ On that day, Jesus deliberately arranged the event to present Himself as 
Messiah (Mark 11:1-10). 

§ On that day, Jesus welcomed praise (Luke 19:38-40) instead of quieting it 
(Luke 5:14 and 8:56). 

§ On that day, Jesus made special reference to the importance of that day 
(Luke 19:41-42). 

o This prophecy is so specifically fulfilled that it has been a significant testimony to 
many. “Others of the Jewish [scholars], by the evidence of these words, have 
been compelled to confess that Messiah is already come, and that he was that 
Jesus whom their forefathers crucified.” (Trapp) 

o The street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublesome times: This indicates 
that the rebuilding of the streets and wall of Jerusalem would happen in the first seven 
weeks mentioned. Then would follow another 62 weeks of years until the coming 
of Messiah the Prince. 

o The seventy weeks are divided into three parts: 
§ Seven weeks – 49 years, until the city and its walls are rebuilt. 
§ 69 weeks (7 plus 62), 483 years from the decree, until Messiah the Prince 

appears. 
§ A final 70th week to complete the prophecy. 

o After the sixty-two weeks Messiah shall be cut off: The Biblical term cut off is sometimes 
used to describe execution (see Genesis 9:11 and Exodus 31:14). Gabriel told Daniel that 
the Messiah will be cut off for the sake of others, not for Himself. 

o “Able chronologists have shown that the crucifixion of the Lord Jesus Christ 
occurred immediately after the expiration of 483 prophetic years, of 360 days 
each, from the time of Artaxerxes’ order.” (Ironside) 

o Shall destroy the city and the sanctuary: After the Messiah was cut off, Jerusalem and 
her temple would be destroyed again by an overwhelming army (with a flood). Most all 



Bible scholars and commentators agree that this was fulfilled in the Roman destruction 
of Jerusalem in A.D. 70. 

o The people of the prince who is to come shall destroy: The destroying army is made up 
of the people of the prince who is to come. This coming prince is described more 
in Daniel 9:27. 

o He shall confirm a covenant: The “he” Gabriel described is the prince who is to 
come mentioned in the previous verse. If we know that the prince’s people destroyed 
Jerusalem in A.D. 70, then we know this coming prince has his ancestral roots in the soil 
of the ancient Roman Empire. 

o Therefore, the prince who is to come will in some way be an heir to the Romans, 
even as the final world government is an heir to the Roman Empire (Daniel 7). 

o He shall confirm a covenant with many for one week: The coming prince will make 
a covenant with Israel for the final unit of seven years, completing the seventy weeks 
prophesied for the Jewish people and Jerusalem. 

o Covenant with many: The word many here is a specific reference to Israel, not 
a general reference to a group. The ancient Hebrew says, “covenant with the 
many.” 

o With this covenant Israel will embrace the Antichrist as a political messiah, if not 
the literal Messiah. Jesus predicted this in John 5:43: I have come in My Father’s 
name, and you do not receive Me; if another comes in his own name, him you will 
receive. 

o Taking the description of what would be accomplished in the 70 Weeks 
from Daniel 9:24, we know that the 70 Weeks are not yet complete. Yet the 
events promised in the first 69 weeks are fulfilled, indicated that there is a 
lengthy “pause” in the 70 Weeks, between the 69th week and the 70th week. The 
70th week will begin when the coming prince shall confirm a covenant with the 
Jewish people. These gaps or pauses in prophecy may seem strange to us, but 
they are common. Comparing Isaiah 9:6 and Luke 1:31-33 shows another 
significant pause or gap in prophecy regarding the coming of the Messiah. 

o We can think of it in this way: God appointed 490 years of special focus on Israel 
in His redemptive plan. The years were paused by Israel’s rejection of Jesus. Now 
there is no special focus on Israel in God’s redemptive plan because this is the 
time of the church. God’s focus will return to Israel when the church is taken 
away (at the rapture) and the last seven years of man’s rule on this earth begin. 

o “The 70th week will begin when the Jewish people are restored in unbelief to 
their land and city; and among them will be found a faithful remnant, owning 
their sin, and seeking Jehovah’s face.” (Henry Ironside writing in 1911) 

o In the middle of the week he shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering: The coming 
prince will break the covenant with Israel in the middle of the seven years, the final 
week (period of seven years). 

o The Book of Revelation sees this seven year period with both its halves as yet 
future (Revelation 12:6, 13-14; 13:5-9, 14-15). The middle of the week and 
the end of sacrifice had not yet happened in 90 A.D. 



o On the wing of abominations shall be one who makes desolate: The ending of sacrifice 
will come with abominations, followed by tremendous desolation. 

o Abominations translates an ancient Hebrew word (shiqquwts) that is connected 
to horrific idolatry (Deuteronomy 29:17, 1 Kings 11:5-7, 2 Kings 23:13). The idea 
is that the coming prince breaks the covenant and brings an end to sacrifice and 
offering by desecrating the holy place of the temple with a horrific idolatry. 

o Jesus called this the abomination of desolation (Matthew 24:15) and indicated 
that it would be a pivotal sign in the Great Tribulation. Paul referred to the 
idolatry of the coming prince in 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4. 

o Until the consummation, which is determined, is poured out on the desolate: This 
breaking of the covenant and abomination of desolation has a promised consummation. 
Before the 70th week is completed, each of the things described in Daniel 9:24 will be 
accomplished and everlasting righteousness will reign. 

 
 
 
 
 
RESOURCES 
 
1. The King James Bible 
2. www.enduringword.com  

 
 


